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My dear children, 
 

I t makes me very happy when 
I see young people like you 
shining in whichever area you 
choose. It does not have to 

be an academic or a professional 
choice - just seeing you follow 
your passion and working hard to 
hone your skills gives me great 
hope for our country’s future. 

In this volume, you will meet 
young Vedangi Kulkarni who 
enjoyed cycling so much that she 
became the youngest woman to 
cycle around the world! 
Nine-year-old Krishneel Anil was 
so fascinated with the Rubik’s 
cube, that he turned it into art. 
Jigar Thakker was born with 
cerebral palsy but went on to 
become an award-winning para 
swimmer. 

There are also adults who spread 
joy by making unconventional 
choices. Meera Shenoy has 
spent her life empowering 
differently-abled people, while 
Sridhar Vembu has chosen to 
empower the youth in rural India. 

Just remember, your choices add 
quality to your life. Listen to your 
heart, and make the right ones.
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BADAUT VILLAGE
If there is no 

proper disposal 
of sewage water, 

it can lead to 
the spread of 

diseases.

the sewage
pipes near our 

building burst last 
month. it was

yucky!

How did
you manage

to live
with the
smell?

Ugh!
there’s Such

a strong smell 
of sewage 
from that 

overflowing 
gutter.

My children
keep falling ill. I’m 
sure it’s because 
of the dirty water 

all around. 

i don’t
feel like buying 
vegetables from 

here. It’s all
so filthy!

But the
whole village
is like this. 
What can we 

do?

Yay!

yes!

who
wants to

take a break 
and listen to 
a mann ki baat 

story?

It was the 
science 
period and 
the class 
was learning 
about sewage 
disposal. 

In Badaut village of Panchkula, Haryana - The village had been facing issues with 
drainage of sewage water for a while now. 
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If we collect
all the sewage water

in one place using pipes, 
it would be easier to 

dispose of it. Yes, we
could collect it

outside the village, 
away from the

houses.

The issue was a top priority 
for the Gram Panchayat*.

Over many meetings, a solution 
slowly began to emerge.

Sarpanch ji,
so much disease is 

spreading around the 
village. We must have 
a system for sewage 

disposal.

*Village Council 

I agree. Let
us not wait for funds
or help to arrive. We 
have to take matters 

into our own
hands.

Why not
filter this water

too? We can then use 
it for agricultural 

purposes.

Look how
clean the village

looks again!
Yes, I’m so proud of

how the Panchayat solved 
this problem and how 

everyone came together
to support them!

That’s an 
excellent 

idea!

The Panchayat, with the support of the 
villagers, began work to carry out the plan.

Soon -

The people of Badaut were appreciated by PM Modi on his radio show, Mann ki Baat.



Most
of these

organisations
work for social 
causes, so they 
receive money 
through grants
or donations. Do
you all donate 

money to
charities?

Chandrakant Kulkarni was 
a government official 
who retired in 2015.

Sir, how do 
non-profit 

organisations 
get funds?

Sir, my
father 

donates a 
part of his 
salary as 

Zakat*.

My parents
donate to an
old age home

nearby.

Very good. It is one of
the many ways we can help 
people, if we don’t have the

time or energy to help
them ourselves.

Today’s
story is about

one such man from 
Pune, who is donating 

almost a third of
his pension to keep  

our country
clean.

This garden
used to be such
a pleasant place 

earlier. The garbage 
dump outside

makes the
air stink.

what can I
do about this? 

I’m not as young 
and energetic 

anymore.

*a form of donation observed by followers of Islam

CHANDRAKANT KULKARNI

The lack of cleanliness in 
the surroundings bothered 
Chandrakant but he felt helpless.
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I don’t
need so much

money every month. 
Let me donate some 

of it to a good 
cause.

Sir, here
are 52 cheques 

towards the abhiyan. 
It is the least I
can do for my 

nation.
You are

a real hero, 
Chandrakant 

ji.

One day - He started donating a part of his pension to 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan*, a government-run 
nationwide cleanliness programme.

Chandrakant had written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi about his donations.

To thank him for this great contribution, 
PM Modi asked to meet with Chandrakant 
and his family, when he visited Pune.

Chandrakant’s contribution also found 
mention on the PM’s radio show, Mann ki Baat.

He has donated over
Rs 2,60,000 for the cause.

I will also
keep some

post-dated cheques 
ready, so that

I donate
regularly.

*Clean India Mission

No one can be
a better source of 

inspiration for us than 
Chandrakant Kulkarni.
such people are our 

true strength.
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I love watching 
sports like Kabaddi. I 
wish they were more 

famous, Gauri.

True, Iqbal. People
only know about cricket and
football. There are so many 

other interesting sports!

You are right, Gauri. But
for that, these sports must be

encouraged and promoted. Today, I will 
tell you about two people who are

making the sport of Mallakhamb
popular all around the world.

CHINMAY AND PRADNYA PATANKAR

Derived from ‘malla’, meaning 
wrestler, and ‘khamb’, meaning pole, 
Mallakhamb is an ancient Indian sport.

It is a unique combination of aerial 
yoga, gymnastics, and martial arts.

Chinmay and Pradnya Patankar, a young couple from 
Pune, were accomplished Mallakhamb performers.

They had competitions, awards, and years of experience under their belt.
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My visa 
doesn’t permit 
me to start a 

business.

Now that
we have the

space for a pole
in our backyard, 
we’ll be able
to practise

again.

I can’t 
wait to 

get back 
to it!

When they moved to New Jersey* in 2009, they lost touch 
with Mallakhamb for a while, but that soon changed.

Chinmay and Pradnya began coaching them.Initially, it was just a few friends with 
a shared hobby. But as word spread...

...curious people began showing up. 

As the attendees increased, Chinmay wanted to set up an official training centre. But -

Thus, in 2015, Mallakhamb Federation USA (MFU) was established.

*a state in U.S.A.

Yoga on 
a pole!

Mom, I want 
to learn how 
to do that!

We can
set it up as 
a non profit. 
Our friends 

can help
too. 

There are
three types

of Mallakhamb.
Today, we’ll be 
learning Rope 
Mallakhamb.

Watch 
closely 

as I
do it.
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As MFU began opening more centres, 
their programme grew more structured.

These efforts paid off. On 21 June*, 2017, MFU 
performed Mallakhamb at the United Nations.

They have also performed at Times Square, 
the Statue of Liberty, the Lincoln Centre of 
Performing Arts, and other prestigious places.

Chinmay coached Team USA for the first 
World Mallakhamb Championship in 2018.

Pradnya has compiled all their 
years of knowledge into a book.

Being a non-profit organisation, MFU has financial struggles despite the success it has achieved.

We’ve 
created a 

curriculum 
to make 
teaching 
easier.

You all were
our first batch of 

trainees. Now, you’re 
ready to coach 

others.

We need 
more poles 

and a 
dedicated 

coach.

We’ve written to
the government of India
to provide us with some
subsidies to promote

the sport of
Mallakhamb.

I’ve never 
seen anything 

like it.

Incredible!

*International Yoga Day
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That’s true! Nobody
speaks Sanskrit these
days anyway. Why do we

have to learn it?

The children 
were all ready 
for their Mann 
ki Baat story 
of the day.

Hiraman was a young boy, when the language of his tribe began to fascinate him.

HIRAMAN KORWA
We have

just finished our 
Sanskrit test, sir. 

Now I need a
good story to 

relax.

There are
people who speak it. 

Besides, without knowing 
it, how would we be able 

to read our ancient 
texts?

Like the 
Ramayana and the 

Mahabharata?

That’s
right. There
are so many 
languages in 

India which are 
in danger of 
disappearing 
because no 

one uses them. 
This thought 
also struck

Hiraman Korwa 
of Sinju
village in

Jharkhand.

When grandmother
is talking, there is so
much expression in

her words. 

That 
is the 

power of 
language.
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Then we’ll
sell some of

our chickens and 
get the money. You 

must not stop
studying.

The Korwa tribe has a population of just 6,000 people.

Hiraman made up his mind. Hiraman’s diary began to fill up.

After finishing secondary school, Hiraman tried for 
admission into Govind High School, Garhwa*, but -

But hardly 
anyone talks in 

our language any 
more. Very soon

it will be
forgotten.

That
worries

all of us. It 
would be very 

sad if that 
happened.

Grandmother,
I am going to collect 

all the words from the 
Korwa language in this 

diary. You must
help me.

Of 
course,

I will. You 
children 
hardly 
speak

it.

I got three
words today. Oonga for 
village, toroj for ash 
and lete jomauh for 

let’s eat!

The 
admission 
fees are 
too high, 

Ma. 

*a town in jharkhand



MANN KI BAAT VOL.9

12

This is 
my sixth 

diary.

The Principal of Govind High School 
encouraged Hiraman to study further. 
Meanwhile, the number of diaries with 
Korwa words kept growing.

…but did not have the funds to publish 
it as a dictionary. Though he worked 
as an assistant teacher, he had to 
look for financial support. Finally -

It was the Multi-Art Association 
of Palamu in Jharkhand which 
came to his help in the end.

Hiraman collected words from 
his mother tongue for 12 years…

Our 
association
has decided 
to finance
the Korwa 
dictionary.

Thank 
you so 
much, 
sir.

This 50-page
dictionary is the result of

talking to numerous people from
my tribe. It has the names of animals, 
birds, colours, clothing, household 

items and everything used in
our day-to-day lives.

A community
is recognised by

its language and culture. 
By forgetting it, we 
forget our very

identity.
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Jigar Thakker was born in June 1998 
in Rajkot, Gujarat. In a few months, 
his parents’ joy turned to concern.

Instead of losing heart, Jigar’s parents 
started taking him to a physiotherapist 
and making him exercise.

By the time he was nine months old - 

What’s 
the 

matter, 
Charan?

I wanted to try
out for the local 

basketball team, sir. But 
they rejected me
saying I’m not tall

enough.

Don’t lose
heart, Charan. Prove 
them wrong. Let me 

tell you about a young 
man named Jigar 

Thakker, who became 
an award-winning 
swimmer against

many odds.

I’m sorry to
tell you that Jigar 

has a disorder 
called cerebral 

palsy. What 
does that 

mean?

His legs don’t
feel strong. They

keep flopping
down.

JIGAR THAKKER

It means
that his brain will

not be able to control
his body properly. Walking 

and moving around will
be a problem for

him. Even his
balance will be

affected.

So he will 
never be 

independent?

He will 
be. We will 
make sure 

of that.
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I want
to participate
in the National
Para Swimming 
Competition. I 

researched it on
the internet, and
going to the gym

will help me
prepare. 

When Jigar was eight years old - 

They tried a few sports but nothing worked out.

then, the physiotherapist 
suggested swimming.

He is very 
motivated but it 

will help if we can 
find some sport 

that he likes. That 
will strengthen 

his muscles.

No. We won’t 
be able to 

protect him 
in the pool. 
He could 
drown!

hee 
hee!

If I learn
to swim first, I 
can be with him 
in the water at 

all times.

Jigar’s mother learnt how to swim 
and soon, Jigar was in the water too!

The very next year, Jigar represented his school 
at the district-level swimming competition.

He 
likes 
it!

Can you believe
that the boy who is

sitting does not have control 
over 80% of his body? He’s 

competing against
children who are

able-bodied.

By the time he was 14, Jigar was very motivated and ambitious.

Soon, Jigar had a routine in place. He would swim in the morning, go 
to school, train at the gym and then go for swimming practice again.



JIGAR THAKKER

Congratulations, 
Jigar!

Thank you, 
but now I 

have a dream 
to change the 

silver into 
gold.

We were
worried he 

would always be 
dependent but now 

he’s travelling
to a foreign 

country all by 
himself.

I used to
be scared to
even leave the
house but look

at me now!

I hope
that my life will 

motivate differently-
abled youngsters 
to dream big and 

represent
India.

I’m swimming
even with these

huge waves. If this is 
possible, then swimming 

for India is also
possible.

In 2013, he won the Bronze and 
Silver medals in the 13th National 
Para swimming Championship. 

In 2016, he challenged himself 
further by swimming in the sea.

The very next year, he won three gold 
medals for Gujarat at the 14th National 
Para swimming championship. 

Thus began his dream of representing India in international competitions. He began to 
train hard and in 2017, he was chosen to represent India in the IDM* Berlin World Series.

Over the years, Jigar has represented India twice 
more and won several gold medals for his feats. 
He was mentioned on Mann Ki Baat and even gave 
an inspiring TEDx talk where he shared his story.

*Internationale Deutsche Meisterschaften, A para swimming   
 World Championship hosted by Germany.
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In the thick of the COVID-19 
lockdown, a six-year-old 
boy was growing restless. 

As a child of the digital 
generation, when Krishneel went 
to the internet for an answer -

Watching YouTube tutorials, 
Krishneel set out to crack the 
mystery of this colourful cube.

With time and practice, he could solve a cube in 
thirty seconds. Then, he began dreaming bigger.

The boy was Krishneel Anil from Thrissur, Kerala.

Today’s Mann ki
Baat story is about a

young boy who used his
time during the lockdown
to learn new skills and

excel at the rubik’s
cube. In fact, he
makes portraits

with them.

KRISHNEEL ANIL
I’m so

bored of
paper crafts! 
i want to do 
something

else.

R-U-B-I-K-S 
C-U-B-E. 

What’s that? 
It looks 

fun.

Amma*, 
Acha^, 
look! I 
solved 

it.

I want to
make mosaic art with 

Rubik’s Cubes. For that,
I need many more

cubes. 

This
hobby

makes him 
happy. Let’s 
encourage

it.

That’s 
going 
to be 
costly.

That 
was 

quick!

Our 
son has 
a gift.

*mother in Malayalam
^father in Malayalam
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First,
you have to 

make a cross 
on one
side.

Starting with simple patterns 
like flags of countries...

He has made portraits of his friends, 
teachers and even of athletes and film stars.

Some of these personalities reshared his 
work on social media, earning him recognition. 

Krishneel has also made mosaic 
portraits of Rahul Gandhi and PM Modi. 
Rahul Gandhi paid him a visit and
pm Modi mentioned him on Mann Ki Baat.

After mastering the 3x3 Rubik’s Cube, he 
learnt to solve cubes of all shapes and sizes.

His YouTube channel, ‘Krishneel Anil’, 
boasts nearly 200 videos. It contains 
time-lapse footage of his mosaic 
portraits, video reviews of different 
cubes, and tutorials helping others 
solve the Rubik’s Cube. 

Krishneel, now nine years old, participates in cubing contests 
and aims to secure a good rank as a player someday.

...Krishneel was soon making 
full-fledged mosaic portraits.
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MADURAI CHINNA PILLAI
Class, apart

from the subjects
that are taught, what 
are some things you 
would like to learn

in school?

Madurai Chinna Pillai was a farmer and 
labourer, who had a special talent.

She was a good negotiator, who fought 
for herself and others like her.

I wish we 
were taught 
to use tools 
and repair 

things.

Why 
should 

we learn 
cooking?

Cooking.

There
are some 

skills everyone 
should know, 

dinesh.

One such
skill I’d like to talk

about today is financial 
management. Today’s story 

is about a woman who 
helped many families out of

poverty by creating a 
community banking
self-help group

for women.

I have
been paying the 
same wage for 

years, why should 
I pay you more 

now? An unhappy
worker is a lazy 
worker, aiyya*. If
you pay us well,

we will work
better and

faster.

*sir
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Because 
of Chinna, 
I can set 

money aside 
to pay back 

my loan.

I hope
they don’t 
increase 

the interest 
this year.

These loan
sharks will

never let us live
in peace. We have 

to find a way
to help each 

other.

*in Tamil Nadu
^meaning both ‘granary’ and ‘prosperity’ in Tamil

They are
creating self-help

groups for women where 
we can help each other 
financially. We can start
a bank account with as

little as 20 rupees
from each

of us!

Is that 
so? I will 
join too.

The small farmers and labourers of Pulliseri* were plagued by 
low wages and moneylenders who took advantage of their poverty.

While looking for a solution, Chinna 
found out about the Kalanjiam^ movement, 
started by an NGO called ‘Dhan Foundation’.

In 1989, Chinna joined the Kalanjiam Community 
Banking Programme and encouraged many to join too.

With small contributions from everyone, the women were 
able to take loans from the programme at low interest rates.

Anything 
to escape 

those greedy 
lenders!

Here you go,
Lakshmi. You can

pay your daughter’s 
school fees with

this.

Thank
you!
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Because
of you, so many 

women have joined 
the movement 

and created their 
groups across

the state.

Chinna also educated women and spread word about the programme from village to village.

We have
been doing this 
for a few years. 
We are no longer 

dependent on 
others.

We 
should 

start one 
too! Yes.

Because of her incredible work, 
Chinna became a member of 
Kalanjiam’s executive committee.

Over the decades, the movement 
has spread across hundreds of 
villages in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry.

For her work in the field of microfinance 
and community banking, Chinna Pillai 
became one of the first recipients of the 
Stree Shakti Puraskar in 1999.

Overwhelmed by her story, the then-
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
touched her feet in respect.

She was also 
awarded the 
Padma Shri 
in 2019.

An illiterate farm worker from a small village in Tamil Nadu, Chinna Pillai is an 
inspiration to all those who do not let their circumstances define their success.
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Remember
Meera, you must give 

away ten percent 
of your earnings to 

people who are
in need.

What are 
you reading 

with so much 
attention, 
Shreyas? 

It’s the 
most exciting 

story, Sonal! It’s 
about Arunima Sinha,  
who lost a leg when 

she was thrown 
out of a running 

train…

…and yet she 
climbed Mount 

Everest! 

many people 
with disabilities 

have excelled in life. 
Meera Shenoy is one 
person who helps 
differently-abled 
people see their 
own potential.

MEERA SHENOY

When she was growing up, Meera 
Shenoy had two people who 
inspired her. Her grandfather…

…And her mother, who learnt to navigate the 
stock market and turned her small inheritance 
into a substantial fortune for her daughters.

…who was a simple man 
with a generous heart…

I missed
my chance to study
medicine after I got 
married. But you girls
must do everything

you want to
do.
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When Meera grew up, she realised that her interest lay in 
turning poor rural youth into confident citizens of India.

Meera set up India’s first Skilling Mission 
for the Andhra Pradesh government 
in 2005. It was called the Employment 
Generation and Marketing Mission (EGMM).

Meera’s husband, Dr Subodh Shenoy, 
is a well-known physicist.

Meera learnt a lot about what motivated a 
person with disability to perform well. this 
became an inspirational book - ‘You Can’.

Meera faced difficulties but she worked hard 
and EGMM was a great success. Then, one day -

What is
wrong in being a 

farmer? I am one,
your grandfather

was one….

exactly! 
We’ve always 
been poor 
because 

of it.

They see poverty 
and hunger in villages, 

while movies show them young 
people in cities with motorbikes 
and flashy clothes. They need 

to be guided or they can 
make wrong choices.

This report
says that 80% of the 

world’s disabled youth 
are in developing 

countries like
India.

What we
need is a good 

programme which 
will help disabled 

youth get jobs. What
do you think,

Subodh?

That’s 
a great 
thought.

I must 
first meet 
successful 

people 
who have a 
disability.
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MEERA SHENOY

she founded ‘Youth4Jobs’ and started 
skilling programmes for people with 
different kinds of disabilities. It was a 
tough road she had taken.

She faced myths and age-old 
attitudes around disability.

After 40 days of skilling, Sheela, 
for that was her real name, started 
earning more than her father. The 
whole village was proud of her.

Meera went on to create 
‘Swaraj Ability’, an AI**  
triggered platform tested by 
the disabled for the disabled.

Meera has won numerous awards 
for her groundbreaking work. 
They include the NCPEDP-Shell 
Helen Keller Award, the National 
Award for Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities...

Meera has a message 
for all young people.

…Inclusion and Innovation 
Challenge of MIT, and is also a 
Harvard business case study.

It was sad but true that people, especially 
in rural areas, felt that children with 
disabilities did not need an identity.

What is the 
name of your 
son who is 

deaf?

No,
what
is his 
name?

Why does
he need a name 

when he is
deaf?

I am proud 
to say that Swaraj 

Ability is the largest such 
platform in South East Asia. 
It is one that any disabled 
person can use easily to 

navigate and find 
skills and jobs.

behera*.

*Deaf
**Artificial Intelligence

Why do
you want to

teach skills to
this langdi^? Take
my son. There’s 
nothing wrong 

with him.

I want to
show you that

there is nothing wrong 
with your daughter 

either. I will prove it to 
you if you send her for

our job-linked 
training.

During a
nature walk,

you see different 
types of flowers, 

leaves of many 
colours and you 

say, “How beautiful 
nature is!” We must 

also appreciate 
the differences in 

people. We come with 
different abilities, 
different cultures 

and different 
religions. Learn
from nature and

think, “How
beautiful we

all are!”

^lame



RINGPHAMI YOUNG
Every

time I’ve
planted apple 

trees here, they 
grow a little

but never
bear fruit.

Maybe 
they cannot 

grow in Delhi’s
climate.

apples grow in 
many places. You just 
have to use the right 

techniques. let me tell 
you about Ringphami and 
Angel, a couple who grew 
apples in a place where 
they were considered 

impossible 
to grow.

Angel, the North Eastern 
Council wants to train 
people from our area 

in apple cultivation. They 
are holding a training 

programme* in
Himachal Pradesh

for this.

Exactly! 
That’s why I 
want to go 

and see what 
they are 
saying.

Apples need
cold temperatures 

to grow. I’m sure you 
know that our region

is too warm for
apples.

Apples? 
Apples don’t 

grow in 
Ukhrul.

Ringphami Young, an aeronautical 
engineer from Ukhrul in Manipur, 
was also keenly interested in 
farming. In 2019 -

Curious, Ringphami and some 
others attended the training.

Angel was his wife and 
equally interested in farming.

*a joint programme by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
 (CSIR) and Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT)
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Since we 
have to stay at 
home now, let’s 

try growing 
the low chill 

apples.

Yes, but 
now there 
are many 

varieties of 
apples.

There is a
‘low chill’ variety

that does not require
the traditional cold 

temperatures to flourish. 
That’s what we are

going to tell
you about.

There
is still no 

guarantee that 
they will grow. 
Who is going to 

take such
a risk?

Many people were not convinced, But 
Ringphami found out all he could 
about such apples.

Early next year, the pandemic struck.

With support from the government, 
Ringphami and a few others planted 
Anna, Dorsett Golden and other 
low chill varieties.

The couple provided the care the saplings 
needed. The trees started growing...

These 
saplings will 
need a lot of 

nurturing.

Well, we 
have all the 
time to do 

that.

Yes. This 
would be a 

good time to 
experimenT.

I planted 
90 saplings 
and 85 have 

survived.
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Seeing this healthy crop
makes me very happy. You 
took a risk, and your hard 

work gives me great hope for 
our horticulture sector.

...and blossoming. In 2021 - That very first year, they 
produced about 200 kgs of apples!

To celebrate, Ringphami distributed most of 
his produce among his friends and family.

Ringphami was featured in Mann 
Ki Baat and also lauded by the 
Chief Minister, N. Biren Singh.

Ringphami is now going to train other 
farmers in apple cultivation so that Manipur 
can boast of home-grown apples of its own.he also received a monetary reward.

Apples!
So many of 

them!

In an
area where 

apples never 
grew!

It’s a 
miracle!

With this
money, we can 

expand our apple 
plantation. 

We will
also need cold

storage and food 
processing facilities in 
Ukhrul. That will help 
us and other farmers. 
Our products will then
have a greater shelf

life and be able
to reach the

market.
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I’m not
done learning 

yet. I want to go 
abroad to study 

further.

Welcome aboard,
Vembu. I can tell from your 
history that you are sure to 

have a bright future with
our company.

Everyone
wants to work 
in big cities. 
That’s only 

natural.

SRIDHAR VEMBU
My older 

brother is moving 
to Bangalore for 

his job. I’ll
miss him so

much!

I know
how you

feel, Dinesh. 
My sister 

moved away 
last year

too. 

But Charan,
urban living comes

at a cost. Let me tell 
you about a man who 
is encouraging people 

to remain closer
to their rural

roots. 

What’s next
for you, Sridhar? 
Are you applying 

for a job?

Thank 
you, 
sir.

Sridhar Vembu was born in 1968 to a 
middle-class family in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu. 
He grew up to be a bright young boy. 

True to his word, Sridhar graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering from the Indian Institute 
of Technology in Chennai. 

With his excellent educational record, he soon 
found a job in the u.s.a. with a reputed company.

Sridhar secured admission in Princeton 
University^, where he completed his 
master’s degree and then, a PhD. 

Bravo,
my son! Full

marks again in 
your maths

exam!

Thank you, 
Appa*. I’m going 
to study hard 
and become an 

engineer.

*father
^A prestigious university in New Jersey, U.S.A.
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What is the point of
all this success if I can’t

help my own country? I must go 
back. I must use my resources 
to create employment and help 

make India self-sufficient
in the software

sector.

Our company revenue has 
exceeded ten million 

dollars within 
four years! 

i want us
to move back

to india. i’d like to
open our offices
in mathalamparai

village in
tamil nadu.

Sridhar also nurtured an 
entrepreneurial spirit. In 1996 - 

Together, they started a software 
development house called AdventNet.

However, there were more 
important things on Vembu’s 
mind than business and profits. 

Soon - 

The company was renamed Zoho Corporation
in 2009. Within the next decade, it had 
become a reputed tech company in the U.S.A. 
and all over the world. 

Life was on an upward trajectory 
for Sridhar and his family.

How long
can we keep 
working for 

others? Why not 
start our own 

company?

We will
be brothers-

turned-business 
partners!

There 
is no 

stopping 
us now!

But
how will 

we run our 
operations 

from a 
village? 

Big cities
are overcrowded

and polluted Besides, 
there is so much talent 
in rural areas. We must 

bring opportunities
to every part

of India.

i like
the idea 
of going 
back to 
india.
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As per the plan, Sridhar moved to India in 
2019, just before the COVID-19 lockdown.

In his bid to empower rural youth, 
Sridhar has also started Zoho Schools in 
villages. These schools provide vocational 
software development education. 

Since then, he has opened offices in 
rural parts of Tamil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh, providing employment to more 
than 500 people. He plans to open 
many such offices in other villages. 

In 2021, Sridhar Vembu was 
awarded the Padma Shri for his 
work towards rural development.

In the same year, he was also appointed 
to the National Security Board of India.

Today, Sridhar has a net worth of approximately 3.8 Billion dollars*. Despite 
being so successful, he lives a simple life and is dedicated to his cause. 

It’s
so good

to be back! 
The clean air, 
nature, the 
quiet life...
it’s simply 
blissful. 

The Zoho
schools are a success!
15-20% of our engineers 
have no college degree. 
They have all undergone 

this vocational
training. 

That’s 
incredible!

What’s 
next, 

Sridhar 
Ji?

I wish to
employ more people
from rural regions

and open more offices.
I’m also going to start

a scholarship to provide 
free primary education

to children in
villages. 

Congratulations, 
sir!

There is
still a long way 
to go. The work 
has only just 

begun!

*More than 30,000 crores
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How many
of you cycle to 
school every 

day?

I do, 
sir. Me 

too.

Whew, 
that was 
a good 
hike. The

view is so 
beautiful! 

Vedangi Kulkarni was raised 
on adventure. Growing up, she 
spent as much time outdoors 
as she did indoors.

At the age of 17, Vedangi 
decided to cycle across 
the Himalayas, with the 
support of her parents.

Two and a half weeks and 767 
kilometres later, Vedangi had 
cycled from Manali to Srinagar.

According
to the brochures, 
she’s too young to 

join any of the
tours.  

Hmm, 
where 

should I 
go next?

VEDANGI KULKARNI
Today, I’m going to

tell you about a young woman 
named Vedangi Kulkarni, who became 

the youngest woman to cycle 
around the world.

We’ll
follow along

by car. It’s safer 
but she’ll still feel 

independent.

I do 
too.



VEDANGI KULKARNI

31

After finishing school, she moved to 
England to study Sports Management. 
The people, the place, the culture - 
it was all different and disorienting. 

As Vedangi cycled under the open sky, 
her worries melted away. She felt free.

The one thing that stayed constant 
was her love of the great outdoors. 

While still juggling 
college work, she 
began training 
harder than ever. 

Routes were mapped out, 
paperwork was sorted, 
and a new bicycle was 
built for the expedition.

On 17 July, 2018, Vedangi set off.

Starting from Australia, 
she pedalled her way 
through 14 countries.

Vedangi’s decision was 
about to change her life.

Will I
make friends 
here? How do 

I fit in?

I want to
cycle around
the world and

see if I can beat 
the fastest

record.

I need 
to be in top
physical and 

mental form to be 
successful. 

He’s perfect! 
I’ll name him 
Cappuccino.
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29,000 
kilometres. 

I did it!
Cycling

has taught me 
that endurance 

is a state of 
mind.

From narrowly escaping 
a grizzly bear in Canada...

...and getting robbed 
at knifepoint in Spain...

...to camping out in the 
freezing snow in Russia...

...it was not an easy road.

But, in many ways, it 
was rewarding. She 
made new friends...

...grew in confidence 
about her abilities...

...and celebrated her 20th 
birthday, along the way.

On 24 December, 2018, Vedangi reached 
the finish line, back in Australia.

In 2023, Vedangi also became the fastest 
woman to cycle the Leh-Manali Highway. She 
now gives talks about her experiences.

She started an expedition management 
company called ‘The Adventure Shed’, to help 
other people go on adventures of their own.

She was not the fastest woman to 
achieve this, as she had set out to 
be, but she was the youngest. 





www.amarchitrakatha.com

9 788196 772987

ISBN 978-81-967729-8-7

MANN KI BAAT 

Nothing is impossible for those who put their mind to it. Be it disabilities, 
poverty, lack of education or resources, people have overcome huge 
obstacles to help themselves and others achieve their goals. 

The ninth volume of Mann ki Baat is about people from around the 
country whose grit and determination were greater than the challenges 
they faced. 

From Vedangi Kulkarni, who became the fastest woman to cycle the 
globe at the age of 20, to Ringphami and Angel Young, who grew 
apples in a region where it was considered impossible to grow, and 
Madurai Chinna Pillai, who started a community banking group to help 
rural women like her become financially independent. These stories are 
proof that anything is possible if one has the will to make it happen.

₹99

VOL. 9


